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Misguided on cannabis
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U of U. administrators need to allow protesters to speak out
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What Hamas did on Oct. 7 was despicable

and has been condemned by all. But Israel’s
response has been grotesquely dispropor-
tional, amounting to a war crime against the
entire population of Gaza and even interna-
tional aid workers. And the United States,
I'm ashamed to say, is an accomplice by pro.
viding Israel with its bombs and bullets and
by protecting Israel against international
condemnation and censure.

The United States along, proud tra
dition of protesting injustice going back
to its founding. I hope University of Utah
administrators will come to their senses
and allow students to continue peaceful-
ly speaking out

Tom Huckin

Our Mideast policy must reflect conumitment to human rights
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investigations as potential war crimes (Amnes
ty International, 2023

Tangeting of medical facilities: Continuous
strikes on hospitals throughout October and
Newember ave crippled Gaza's health-
care svstem (Human Rights Watch, 2023; Unit-
«d Nations reports)

Denial of humanitarian access: Severe re-
strictions on humanitarian aid exacerbate the
h h care and food crises (United Nations Of-
ficx for the Coondination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs
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If only the public had a say

Having grown up in rural Michigan, I
know the difference between a thriving hocl
ey scene and a place where hockey doesn’t
exist. In the cold northern U.S. and Canada
hockey is ubiguitous. I grew up playing “lit-
tle league™ hockey like everyone else.

In Utah, it is not cold enough for outdoor
hockey and, for the most part, no one plays.
Changing downtown for the further enrich-
ment of the Smith Entertainment Group at
the expense of the taxpayers for the bene-
fit of corporate ticket sales is another ridic-
ulous example of the old-boy-work network
exploiting tax payer dollars

My guess is if the public were able to weigh
in on this it wouldn’t stand a chance

Kennard

Sai Lake City

A vote for education

“Children are our future.” As public educa-
tion Jeaders, not only have we heard those words
countless times, but we wholeheartedly believe
them. And we believe that the best way to invest
in those futures is by investing in public educa-
tion,

Increasing the quality of Utah's public schools
is priority number one for Jeff Howell, Demo-
cratic candidate for House District 23 seat in the
Utah Legistatur which is why the Utah Educa-
tion Association. the Salt Lake Education A soci-
ation, and we, as education keaders, endorse him.
Edu m has the potential to break barniers, re-
move obstacles to opportunity, and make edu-
cation in Utah more equitable. The way to ful-
Iy tap into that potential is by providing quality
education to every student. And the way to pro-
vide that quality education is by investing in the
public school system.

Utah spends $4.443 per student per year and
receives $922 per student from the federal gov-
ernment, which is the lowest amount of any
state, Higher spending per student often cor-
relates with better educational outcomes for
students, and because 97% of our families send
their chikdren to our public schools, 97% of our
resources should go there as well. This is partic-
ularly true in Salt Lake District whene we have
diverse students and families with dramatical-
Iy diverse nevds
s deeply about amplifying the Salt
hool District’s “Strategic Plan for
Student Achievement,” which aims to have 80%
of K-3 students reading on grade level by 2029,

Education is the key to empowering the next
generation. Howedl understands this, and that's
why we believw he is the best representative for
House District 23. He would be the strongest
voice to advocate for students, families, and
teachers

Carol Lear. [ 'tah State Board of Education,
District 6: Carol

Moss, Utah State
Mohamad

Rebelkah

tion, Advocacy co-chair: Public Educati
ent leaders in House District 23: Pace.
Bonneville Elementary: Kimn Caleve, Indian Hills
Elementary; Sarah Lowe. Uintah Elementary;
MM-\ Heather Hayes, Clayton Mid-
dile School
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